
CHRISTMAS 2006

Another year has flown by so quickly.  I can’t believe it is THAT time again, for 
reviewing the past year, and catching up with all my lovely friends. Norm and I have 
enjoyed getting settled in our ‘new’ home, which we moved into last December. We love 
getting out into the garden, and my main project has been getting a small vegetable 
garden under way, while Norm has focussed on the bigger picture such as keeping lawns 
mown and keeping the bushes in shape as well as preparing a rose garden which we hope 
to plant out next year

This year was a significant birthday for me, and Norm organised a great birthday BBQ at 
home, with many of my friends and all three of my daughters to help celebrate (and light 
all 60 candles on my cake! I half expected the fire brigade to arrive)

Jen, Sue, Jennie-Marie and Deb           My 60th birthday cakes made by Deb (me in                                                                                   
                                                              the 4x4 driving into the sunset?)

In April this year we made a short trip over to WA, to catch up with Norm’s Vietnam Vet 
mates on Anzac Day in Perth.  We hired a small motor home and took a couple of weeks 
to travel down to explore the South West, and catch up with my WA  relatives. The SW of 
WA is a beautiful part of the world.
      

         
Driveway, old Gardiner farm at                  Wonnerup House, Bussleton
Crooked Brook Rd, Dardanup     

In Bunbury we had a lovely dinner with Sue who is now in Australind (near Bunbury) 
then visited Bruce and Chris at Capel before continuing south to Bussleton  and down to 
Albany.



         
Bussleton Jetty                                        Lake Cave, Yallingup

      
Old water wheel, Augusta                 Karri forest near Margaret River

          
Norm holding up old Tingle Tree           Denmark

     
Albany evening                                    Natural bridge, Albany

It was lovely to catch up with Renny and Jan in Albany as well as to see the Albany 
Cup and hear Renny call the races. 



     
Rainbow over Salmon Holes               Stirling Range

      
Thrombolites, Lake Clifton                   Perth from Kings Park

      
HQ 1 ATF Banner      Norm, Anzac Day march, Perth

In June and July this year we joined Laurie and Kate and Hugh and Anne Marie to travel 
down the Canning Stock Route from Halls Creek to Willuna in WA.  We all met up at 
Cowra then travelled west via Lake Cargelligo and Menindee to the Flinders Ranges in 
SA and up to Coober Pedy.  

     
Japanese Gardens, Cowra                     Frosty Cowra morning



     
Menindee Pub                                       Darling River, Kinchega Nat Park

   
Bunyeroo Valley, Flinders Ranges     Camp ovens 

     
Arkaroola storm                                    Ochre Pits near Lyndhurst

The team enjoying a drink and lunch at William Creek Pub



   
Old Ghan Railway at  Curdimurka             Coober Pedy Golf course   

From Coober Pedy, we drove across to Uluru where we spent a couple of days 
revisiting the Rock and the Olgas.

.     
Early morning, Uluru                                    Kata Tjuta (the Olgas)

We celebrated Norm’s birthday at Kings Canyon with a delicious roast pork dinner 
cooked by Hugh and Anne Marie in our camp ovens on the fire. After Kings Canyon we 
drove up the magnificent Finke River Gorge and then on to Alice Springs.

      
Our camp site beside a billabong on             Part of Finke River Gorge
the Finke River           
     



We visited many beautiful places between the Finke and the Alice such as: 
                             

      
Standley Chasm                                            Palm Valley

     
Ormiston Gorge                                           Ellery Creek Big Hole

Hugh and Anne Marie had the misfortune of taking on board ‘bad’ fuel (probably at 
Arkarula) so they had an extended stay in the Alice while repairs were made.  Norm 
and I and Laurie and Kate took a side trip out to Ruby Gap Gorge before meeting up 
again with Hugh and Anne Marie at Yuendemu. 

 
Ruby Gap Gorge late afternoon               Sunset Chilla Wells Dunny

With the team together again we continued our trip along the Tannami Track towards 
Halls Creek.  On the way we had a unique camp at a deserted Aboriginal settlement, 
Chilla Wells. There was the luxury of running water and a loo all in good order.  In the 
evening as we sat around our camp fire enjoying the sun set and moon rise, I 



couldn’t help feeling a sense of the presence of the spirits of the people who had lived 
there.  Very spooky! In Halls Creek we spent a couple of days re-stocking supplies and 
water in preparation for the main purpose of our trip, the Canning Stock Route.

     
Tanami Sunset                                              Halls Creek near Old Halls Creek

 After leaving Halls Creek we paid a visit to the Woolfe Creek meteorite crater – didn’t 
see any back packers there but did see an Ivan Malat lookalike  who gave us the creeps. 

Camp the first night was at a beautiful spot beside Sturt Creek, not far from the 
beginning of the CSR.

          
Woolfe Creek Crater                                      Campfire by Sturt Creek  

     
Canning Stock Route                                  Norm at Well 46



    
Gravity Lake                                               Well 41

    
Sturt’s dessert pea on CSR track                Thring Rock

     
Storm clouds over Georgia Bore                 What happens if you don’t check  under                                                                                                           
                                                                     car for build up of Spinifex 

      
Savory Creek                                                Well 5



     
Camels by track                                            Bustard

    
Emu and chicks on track                              Wiluna Pub   

After travelling over 100’s of sand dunes and visiting some 50 wells we were very 
pleased to arrive at Wiluna and enjoy the comforts of civilisation such as showers and 
loos.

Next year we are looking forward to taking a trip up to the Cape.  We have booked 
ourselves and the truck and camper on a cargo ship that travels from Cairns to Barmaga 
at the top of the cape.  I hear tell that the track one way is more than enough to 
experience.

We are both looking forward to spending our first Christmas at home at Moss Vale.  Our 
Christmas celebrations will begin on 16 December when the Austin clan will be joining 
us for the weekend. Norm is planning to ‘cook up a storm’ with help from his brother, 
Sam.  After the weekend we plan to spend a couple of days camping with Norm’s eldest 
son, James who wants to show us (and his girlfriend, Louisa) some of his favourite 
places in the Budawangs.   My family will be coming up to spend the Christmas holiday  
period with us. We are hoping the weather will be kind as all the grandchildren are 
looking forward to visiting the ‘Wet and Wild’ park down at Jamberoo.   The neighbours 
will probably be wondering whether we are planning to set up in opposition to the local 
camping park with so many people staying here. 

Best wishes to you. I hope you have a happy and peaceful Christmas and a new year full 
of great times.


